STATE LICENSING BOARD FOR CONTRACTORS

RESIDENTIAL CONTRACTORS SUBCOMMITTEE

MEETING MINUTES

August 14, 2019
The regular meeting of the Residential Building Contractors Subcommittee was called to order by the Chairman, Lloyd “Chip” Badeaux, on Wednesday, August 14, 2019, at 9:33 a.m. at 600 North Street, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  

Members of the Subcommittee present:

Lloyd “Chip” Badeaux, Chairman




Rob Hamilton


Jim Fine


Frank Morse, Jr.






Wesley L. “Wes” Wyman, Jr.
Members Elliott Temple and Jody Guidry were absent. There being a quorum present, the regular order of business was called.

Also attending the meeting were:  Michael McDuff, Executive Director; Judge Darrell White, Retired, Hearing Officer; Kevin Landreneau, Board Attorney; and from the staff, Carrie Morgan, Leann Evans, Brent Templet, Elaine Riggins, Lowana Cola, Maranda Legaux, John Dixon, Brad Hassert, Compliance Director; compliance investigators, Jessica Jones, Laurie LaRose, Sean Beavers, James Franklin, Bobbie Hughes, Nathan Rawls, Dylan Bourg; and Tarah Revette recording the minutes.

Mr. Morse led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Judge Darrell White gave the invocation.  

Mr. Hamilton made a motion to accept the Minutes of the July 17, 2019, Residential Building Subcommittee Meeting. Mr. Morse seconded. The motion passed. 

NEW BUSINESS 
Carrie Morgan and Brad Hassert with the Compliance Department for the board were sworn in.
C.
COMPLIANCE HEARINGS:
1. Karl Benefield, Collinston, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2167(A)
Ms. Morgan gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by KARL BENEFIELD. Mr. Wyman made a motion to accept the settlement offer as presented, which included a no contest plea. Mr. Morse seconded. The motion passed. 
2. Jeffrey Busbey d/b/a Jeff’s Complete Pool Service, Marshall, Texas – La. R.S. 37:2167(A)
Ms. Morgan gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by JEFFREY BUSBEY D/B/A JEFF’S COMPLETE POOL SERVICE. Mr. Wyman made a motion to accept the settlement offer as presented, which included a no contest plea. Mr. Morse seconded. The motion passed. 
3. George Baxter, Metairie, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2175.3(A)(1)
Ms. Morgan gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present on behalf of GEORGE BAXTER. Investigator Dylan Bourg was called to the stand and was sworn in. Mr. Bourg reviewed the exhibit packet and provided testimony to the board. Mr. Landreneau entered the exhibit packet into evidence and it was admitted. Mr. Morse made a motion to find GEORGE BAXTER to be in violation, to assess the maximum fine plus $1000 in administrative costs and to issue a cease and desist order. Mr. Wyman seconded. The motion passed. 
4. a)
Coast Builders, L.L.C., Slidell, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(4)
Ms. Morgan gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by COAST BUILDERS, L.L.C. Mr. Wyman made a motion to accept the settlement offer as presented, which included a no contest plea. Mr. Morse seconded. The motion passed. 
b)
Nobi Construction Inc., Pearl River, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2167(A)
Ms. Morgan gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by NOBI CONSTRUCTION INC. Mr. Morse made a motion to accept the settlement offer as presented, which included a no contest plea. Mr. Wyman seconded. The motion passed.
5. Bobby Autin d/b/a Bobby’s Floors & Renovations, Madisonville, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2175.3(A)(1) & 2175.3(A)(4)
Ms. Morgan gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by BOBBY AUTIN D/B/A BOBBY’S FLOORS & RENOVATIONS. Mr. Morse made a motion to accept the settlement offer as presented, which included a no contest plea. Mr. Hamilton seconded. The motion passed. 
6. Clayton B. Salone d/b/a Salone and Salone Fencing and Concrete, Houma, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2175.3(A)(1)
Ms. Morgan gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present on behalf of CLAYTON B. SALONE D/B/A SALONE AND SALONE FENCING AND CONCRETE. Investigator Laurie LaRose was called to the stand and was sworn in. Ms. LaRose reviewed the exhibit packet and provided testimony to the board. Mr. Landreneau entered the exhibit packet into evidence and it was admitted. Mr. Morse made a motion to find CLAYTON B. SALONE D/B/A SALONE AND SALONE FENCING AND CONCRETE to be in violation, to assess the maximum fine plus $1000 in administrative costs and to issue a cease and desist order. Mr. Wyman seconded. The motion passed.
7. Under Pressure Construction, L.L.C., Metairie, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2167(A)
Ms. Morgan gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present on behalf of UNDER PRESSURE CONSTRUCTION, L.L.C. Investigator Jessica Jones was called to the stand and was sworn in. Ms. Jones reviewed the exhibit packet and provided testimony to the board. Mr. Landreneau entered the exhibit packet into evidence and it was admitted. Mr. Morse made a motion to find UNDER PRESSURE CONSTRUCTION, L.L.C. to be in violation, to assess the maximum fine plus $1000 in administrative costs and to issue a cease and desist order. Mr. Fine seconded. The motion passed.
8. Darryl Jenkins d/b/a Awning Depot, Central, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2175.3(A)(1)
Ms. Morgan gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present on behalf of DARRYL JENKINS D/B/A AWNING DEPOT. Investigator Marianne Sullivan was called to the stand and was sworn in. Ms. Sullivan reviewed the exhibit packet and provided testimony to the board. Mr. Landreneau entered the exhibit packet into evidence and it was admitted. Mr. Morse made a motion to find DARRYL JENKINS D/B/A AWNING DEPOT to be in violation, to assess the maximum fine plus $1000 in administrative costs and to issue a cease and desist order. Mr. Hamilton seconded. The motion passed.
9. a)
Lewis & Lewis Inc., Baton Rouge, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(4) & 2158(A)(3) and Rules and Regulations of the Board Sec. 133(A)
Ms. Morgan gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by LEWIS & LEWIS INC. Mr. Fine made a motion to accept the settlement offer as presented, which included a no contest plea. Mr. Wyman seconded. The motion passed. 
b)
D’Gamez Construction Inc., Lacombe, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2167(A)
Ms. Morgan gave a summary of the allegations. David Gamez was present on behalf of D’GAMEZ CONSTRUCTION INC. and was sworn in. Maria Brady, acting as interpreter for Mr. Gamez, was present and was also sworn in. Mr. Gamez entered a plea of admission and gave a statement to the board. After discussion, Mr. Wyman made a motion to assess an administrative penalty of a $1000 fine plus $500 in administrative costs and to allow the administrative penalty to be reduced to $500 in administrative costs only if the company obtains the proper license within 120 days. Mr. Hamilton seconded. The motion passed.
c)
Jose Reyes, Baton Rouge, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2167(A)
Ms. Morgan gave a summary of the allegations. JOSE REYES was present and was sworn in. Diana Reyes, acting as interpreter for Mr. Gamez, was also present and was sworn in. Mr. Reyes entered a no contest plea. Mr. Morse made a motion to accept the plea. Mr. Hamilton seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Reyes gave a statement to the board. After discussion, Mr. Hamilton made a motion to assess an administrative penalty of a $1000 fine plus $500 in administrative costs, to issue a cease and desist order and to allow the administrative penalty to be reduced to $500 in administrative costs only if the company obtains the proper license within 120 days. Mr. Morse seconded. The motion passed.
10. Christy Renovations LLC, Baton Rouge, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2167(A)
Ms. Morgan gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present on behalf of CHRISTY RENOVATIONS LLC. Investigator Marianne Sullivan, who was previously sworn, was called to the stand. Ms. Sullivan reviewed the exhibit packet and provided testimony to the board. Mr. Landreneau entered the exhibit packet into evidence and it was admitted. Mr. Morse made a motion to find CHRISTY RENOVATIONS LLC to be in violation, to assess the maximum fine plus $1000 in administrative costs and to issue a cease and desist order. Mr. Hamilton seconded. The motion passed.
11. Dutchmen Construction LLC, Covington, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2167(A)
Ms. Morgan gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present on behalf of DUTCHMEN CONSTRUCTION LLC. Investigator Nathan Rawls was called to the stand and was sworn in. Mr. Rawls reviewed the exhibit packet and provided testimony to the board. Mr. Landreneau entered the exhibit packet into evidence and it was admitted. Mr. Morse made a motion to find DUTCHMEN CONSTRUCTION LLC to be in violation, to assess the maximum fine plus $1000 in administrative costs and to issue a cease and desist order. Mr. Wyman seconded. The motion passed.
12. Scavona’s Home Improvement, LLC, Denham Springs, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2167(A)
Ms. Morgan gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by SCAVONA’S HOME IMPROVEMENT, LLC. Mr. Fine made a motion to accept the settlement offer as presented, which included a no contest plea. Mr. Morse seconded. The motion passed. 
13. Jason W. Brown d/b/a Crossfire Construction, Springfield, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2175.3(A)(1)
Ms. Morgan gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by JASON W. BROWN D/B/A CROSSFIRE CONSTRUCTION. Mr. Wyman made a motion to accept the settlement offer as presented, which included a no contest plea. Mr. Hamilton seconded. The motion passed.
14. AH Finishers LLC, Kenner, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2175.3(A)(1)
Ms. Morgan gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present on behalf of AH FINISHERS LLC. Compliance Director Brad Hassert, who was previously sworn, was called to the stand. Mr. Hassert reviewed the exhibit packet and provided testimony to the board. Mr. Landreneau entered the exhibit packet into evidence and it was admitted. Mr. Wyman made a motion to find AH FINISHERS LLC to be in violation, to assess the maximum fine plus $1000 in administrative costs and to issue a cease and desist order. Mr. Morse seconded. The motion passed.
15. Awnings and More of Louisiana LLC, Denham Springs, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2175.3(A)(1) & 2175.3(A)(4)
Ms. Morgan gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by AWNINGS AND MORE OF LOUISIANA LLC. Mr. Wyman made a motion to accept the settlement offer as presented, which included a no contest plea. Mr. Morse seconded. The motion passed.
16. Javier O. Rosales d/b/a J & J Renovation General Contractor, New Orleans, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2167(A)
Ms. Morgan gave a summary of the allegations. Javier Rosales was present on behalf of JAVIER O. ROSALES D/B/A J & J RENOVATION GENERAL CONTRACTOR. Mr. Rosales entered a no contest plea. Mr. Wyman made a motion to accept the plea. Mr. Hamilton seconded. The motion passed. Investigator Bobbie Hughes was called to the stand and was sworn in. Ms. Hughes reviewed the exhibit packet and provided testimony to the board. Mr. Landreneau entered the exhibit packet into evidence and it was admitted. Mr. Wyman made a motion to assess an administrative penalty of a $2000 fine plus $1000 in administrative costs and to issue a cease and desist order. Mr. Wyman continued the motion to allow the administrative penalty, along with the outstanding administrative penalty from a previous matter, to be combined and reduced to $1000 plus $1000 in administrative costs only if the company obtains the proper license. Mr. Hamilton seconded. The motion passed.
17. Rytam Construction Services, Inc., Gretna, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2167(B)(1)
Ms. Morgan gave a summary of the allegations. Whitney Dickerson was present on behalf of RYTAM CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, INC. and was sworn in. Mr. Dickerson entered a no contest plea. Mr. Wyman made a motion to accept the plea. Mr. Hamilton seconded. The motion passed. Compliance Director Brad Hassert, who was previously sworn, was called to the stand. Mr. Hassert reviewed the exhibit packet and provided testimony to the board. Mr. Landreneau entered the exhibit packet into evidence and it was admitted. The board questioned Mr. Dickerson and Mr. Hassert. Mr. Dickerson gave a statement to the board and stated that he does not dispute the records or any of Mr. Hassert’s testimony. Mr. Dickerson entered documents into evidence and the documents were admitted. After discussion, Mr. Wyman made a motion to assess an administrative penalty of a $6000 fine plus $1000 in administrative costs and to allow the license to be reinstated when the administrative penalty is paid in full. Mr. Morse seconded. The motion passed.
D.
STATUTORY CITATIONS:

Ms. Morgan presented the statutory citations. Mr. Wyman made a motion to accept the statutory citations as presented. Mr. Morse seconded. The motion passed.
OLD BUSINESS

E.
COMPLIANCE HEARING/CONTINUANCE:
1. JM Concrete LLC, Baton Rouge, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2167(A)
Ms. Morgan gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by JM CONCRETE LLC. Mr. Wyman made a motion to accept the settlement offer as presented, which included a no contest plea. Mr. Morse seconded. The motion passed.
F.
REQUEST FOR REHEARING:
1. Ray Hunter Construction LLC, New Orleans, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2167(A)
Ms. Morgan gave a summary of the allegations and the previous action taken by the board regarding this matter. Ray Hunter was present on behalf of RAY HUNTER CONSTRUCTION LLC and was sworn in. Mr. Hunter addressed the board regarding the request for a rehearing. Mr. Wyman made a motion to grant the rehearing. Mr. Hamilton seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Hunter entered a no contest plea. Mr. Wyman made a motion to accept the plea. Mr. Fine seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Hunter gave a statement to the board and presented a settlement offer. Mr. Wyman made a motion to accept the settlement offer as presented. Mr. Morse seconded. The motion passed.
G.
Consideration of additional classifications for residential licenses as listed and attached to the agenda. (Page 5)


Mr. Wyman made a motion to approve the additional classifications for residential licenses as listed on the agenda. Mr. Hamilton seconded. The motion passed.
H.
Consideration of residential applications as listed and attached to the agenda. (Pages 6-8)

Mr. Wyman made a motion to approve the new residential applications as listed on the agenda. Mr. Morse seconded. The motion passed.
I.
Consideration of home improvement applications as listed and attached to the agenda. (Pages 9-12)

Mr. Wyman made a motion to approve the new home improvement registration applications as listed on the agenda, and Mr. Hamilton seconded. The motion passed. 
ADJOURNMENT
Mr. Wyman made a motion to adjourn at 11:15 a.m., and Mr. Hamilton seconded. The motion passed.





_______________________________________________________________


Lloyd “Chip” Badeaux, Chairman





_______________________________________________________________


Elliott Temple, Vice Chairman
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